the best-fit BMI of values derived from Janmahasatian's equation for LBW was 25.92 for men and 21.38 for women (Fig. 1) .
that a BMI value of 21 should be used for women and a BMI value of 23 should be used for men when estimating IBW.
Interestingly, there are no data available for a simplified means to estimate LBW in MO patients. From our results, we suggest using a BMI of 22 in the simplified formula for females and a BMI of 26 for males. The gender-specific values that should replace the BMI in the new simplified formula for estimating LBW are greater than those used for the estimation of IBW, which is appropriate. While in normalweight patients, the IBW and LBW are similar, 1 2 this is not the case in MO patients, where LBW increases with increasing TBW. 1 2 In addition, for a given BMI, men have higher lean mass and more visceral and hepatic adipose tissue, whereas women in particular have elevated general adiposity and subcutaneous adipose tissue. 8 9 We suggest that our formulas provide an easy, quick, reproducible, and genderspecific estimation of IBW and LBW in MO patients. relatives, cefotaxime brain ECF distribution was explored after the 12th dose, on Day 4. After baseline samples, cefotaxime (4 g) was infused over 30 min and nine brain dialysates were collected every 30 min during 3 h, then hourly to the 7th hour. One blood sample was collected at 30 min and ultrafiltered to determine unbound plasma cefotaxime peak concentration (Cu max,p ). Cefotaxime assays used high-performance liquid chromatography with UV detection. In vivo probe recovery was determined using the retrodialysis-by-drug method as previously described. The mean probe recovery was estimated at 67 (0.25)% and even if in vivo recovery was not always determined in the past, 2 4 5 this observation attests to the absolute necessity of careful assessment of in vivo probe recovery in each individual patient. The Cu max,p was equal to 118.8 mg ml 21 and the maximal brain ECF concentration was clearly lower (C max,b ¼11.4 mg ml 21 ). C max,b was achieved at t max ¼85 min, 55 min after the end of infusion. The concentration vs time profile in brain ECF is shown in Figure 1 . This limited brain distribution of cefotaxime may be explained by the blood -brain barrier which is known to express efflux transporters like P-glycoprotein (P-gp) or multidrug resistant-associated protein (MRP). 8 To circumvent this problem, antibiotic doses are increased for the prevention or treatment of CNS infections. Without severe side-effects, cefotaxime doses may be increased from 6 g up to 24 g per day for meningitis. Cefotaxime t.MIC in the brain were, respectively, equal to 78% (6.2 h) and 46% (3.7 h) for MIC values of 2 and 4 mg ml 21 . To get effective bacteriostatic and bactericidal effect in vivo, t.MIC should, respectively, be 40 and 70% of the dosing interval, suggesting a bacteriostatic effect even for the highest MIC (4 mg ml 21 ) and a bactericidal effect only for MIC values of 2 mg ml 21 . Cefotaxime dosing regimen for adult's meningitis treatment is 4 g every 4-6 h, 9 but this case indicates that 4 g every 8 h could provide sufficient brain tissue concentration for preventing infections of resistant pneumococcal strains and treating intermediate ones.
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None declared. Differential effect of phenylephrine and ephedrine on cerebral haemodynamics before carotid cross-clamping during carotid endarterectomy
Editor-Internal carotid artery stenosis is often associated with impaired cerebral autoregulation, implying that cerebral blood flow depends on arterial pressure. 1 -3 To preserve cerebral perfusion and to prevent 'watershed' stroke during carotid endarterectomy (CEA), hypotension before and during cross-clamping needs to be avoided. 4 Several shortacting agents, such as phenylephrine or ephedrine, are commonly used to correct intraoperative hypotension, but have different haemodynamic effects. Phenylephrine, an 
